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INFORM CONSULS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 

INFORM CONSULS 

KUWAIT POUCH MUSCAT, DOHA 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING IS PARTIAL 
EXCERPT FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S PRESS BRIEFING 
NOVEMBER 2. 1973: 

QUOTE: AMB. MCCLOSKEY: THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT HAS PROVIDED A SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION OF 
$200,000 TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS IN 
SUPPORT OF THE ICRC'S HUMANITARIAN RELIEF AND DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE CONTRIBUTION 
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IS MADE WITH PARTICULAR REGARD TO THE EXPENSES WHICH ICRC 
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HAS INCURRED AND WHICH ARE PROJECTED IN CARRYING OUT ITS 
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE CARE AND RELIEF OF PRISONERS OF 
WAR AND OTHER WAR VICTIMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

THE SECRETARY WILL BE SEEING THE SYRIAN VICE FOREIGN 
MINISTER, THAT IS AT 5:00 P.M. TODAY HERE. HIS NAME IS 
MOHAMMAD ZAKARYA ISMAIL. 

Q. IS THAT AT THE SECRETARY'S REQUEST? 

A. YES. 

Q. COULD YOU CLARIFY SOMETHING FOR US WHICH AT LEAST I 
FOUND CONFUSING YESTERDAY? MRS. MEIR, AT HER PRESS CON- 
FERENCE IN THE AFTERNOON, SAID THAT SHE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT 
THE PROPOSAL THAT WE'VE DISCUSSED HERE FOR THE LAST 
COUPLE OF DAYS, WHICH I HAD UNDERSTOOD EITHER HAD BEEN 
SUGGESTED OR WAS GOING TO BE SUGGESTED TO ISRAEL, THE IDEA 
OF A CORRIDOR THAT WOULD ALLOW RESUPPLY OF THE EGYPTIAN 
THIRD ARMY. 

A. I SAID THAT THIS WAS A POSSIBILITY. AN IDEA, THAT HAD 
OCCURRED TO US. I BELIEVE I SAID I THOUGHT IT HAD BEEN 
DISCUSSED WITH THE TWO SIDES. I MISSPOKE. IT HAS NOT BEEN. 

Q. WITH EITHER SIDE? 

A. YES. 

Q. HAVE WE DISCUSSED WITH MRS. MEIR HER PROPOSAL ABOUT 
STRAIGHTENING OUT THE CEASE-FIRE LINE? AND IS IT YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THAT WOULD MEAN SIMPLY REVERTING TO THE 
PRE-OCTOBER 6 LINE? 

A. WE HAVE - AND BY THAT I MEAN THE SECRETARY AND THE 
PRESIDENT - HAD LONG CONVERSATIONS WITH MRS. MEIR YESTER- 
DAY. THE SECRETARY WILL PROBABLY SEE HER AGAIN SOMETIME 
LATE TODAY. MY GUESS IS THAT IT WILL BE EARLY EVENING 
BECAUSE OF HER SCHEDULE AND HIS. I HAVE NO COMMENT ON ANY 
OF OUR DISCUSSIONS AT THIS POINT. TO THIS POINT, WITH 
MRS. MEIR OR ON ANY OF THE COMMENTS WHICH SHE MADE IN HER 
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PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAY. 

Q. CAN WE ASSUME THAT THE BRIEFING THAT THE SECRETARY IS 
SUPPOSED TO GIVE THIS AFTERNOON TO NATO AMBASSADORS RELATES 
TO THE MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS? 

A. IM SURE THAT TO A LARGE EXTENT HIS MEETING WITH THE 
NATO AMBASSADORS THIS AFTERNOON WILL DEAL WITH THE 
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SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. I CANNOT RULE OUT OTHER 
TOPICS FOR CONSIDERATION, BUT I SHOULD THINK IT WOULD BE 
PRINCIPALLY ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST. 

Q. WILL THE SECRETARY SEE MR. FAHMI AGAIN, OR IS THAT PART 
OF HIS CONSULTATION OVER? 

A. HE SAW MR. FAHMI AGAIN FOR AN HOUR YESTERDAY AFTERNOON 
ROUGHLY FROM 5:30 TO 6:30. AND, SO FAR AS I KNOW, 

MR. FAHMI WILL BE MAKING HIS WAY BACK TO CAIRO VERY 
SHORTLY. HE TOLD US HE WANTED TO BE IN CAIRO WHEN THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE ARRIVED. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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